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Avery entertaining and readable biography of one of the finest writers in the English
language. Cronin has an enviable position as a formerdrinkm%com anion and friend
of O'Brien; unfortunately the book does not give quite as much of a look into O'Brien's
head as one might like -- though then again, by the end of the book one is left
wondering whether such a thing were possible. Or desirable.
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