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The text of this Norton Critical Edition of The Importance of Being Earnest is the
established three-act version. Originally in four acts, Wilde shortened it to three at the
urging of George Alexander, the owner of the St. James Theatre and first actor to play
Jack Worthing. The play is accompanied by explanatory annotations and by an
appendix of excised portions.

"Back%rou nds" includes essays on Wilde and the 1890s by prominent cultural critics
Joseph Donohue, Regenia Gagnier, and Karl Beckson.

"Reviews and Reactions" collects contem pora;y responses to The Importance of Being
Earnest, among them George Bernard Shaw's famous dissenting view and the
American assessment by H. F. "Essays in Criticism" includes six diverse assessments of
Wilde and the play by E. H. Mikhail, Camille Paglia, Christopher Craft, Michael Patrick

Gillespie, Peter Raby, and Richard Haslam.
A Chronology and Selected Bibliography are also included.

About the Series : No other series of classic texts equals the caliber of the Norton
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Critical Editions . Each volume combines the most authoritative text available with the
comprehensive pedagogical apparatus necessary to appreciate the work fully. Careful
editing, first-rate translation, and thorough explanatory annotations allow each text to
meet the highest literary standards while remaining accessible to students. Each
edition is printed on acid-free paper and every text in the series remains in print.
Norton Critical Editions are the choice for excellence in scholarship for students at
more than 2,000 universities worldwide.
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Oscar Fingal O'Flahertie Wills Wilde was an Irish playwright, poet, and author of
numerous short stories, and one novel. Known for his biting wit, and a plentitude of
aphorisms, he became one of the most successful playwrights of the late Victorian era
in London, and one of the greatest celebrities of his day. Several of his plays continue
to be widely performed, especially The Importance of Being Earnest.

As the result of a widely covered series of trials, Wilde suffered a dramatic downfall and
was imﬁrisoned for two years hard labour after being convicted of "gross indecency"

with other men. After Wilde was released from prison he set sail for Dieppe by the night
ferry. He never returned to Ireland or Britain, and died in poverty.
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A flawless comedy.

BRSO IE AR ERBEIRBEANSRST, IR wENAEBEESS
B I BVEAE (he would confess to a chuckle~) @ “If the public ever
becomes intelligent enough to know when it is really enjoying itself and when it is noft,
there will be an'end of farcical comedy.”
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The balance of the piece is astounding. Characters developing, setting construction
and plot unfolding, all of which present the perfect juxtapositions of two ends of
everything: affluence and scarcity, wittiness and dullness, embrace and hostility, and of
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[Spoilers Alert] Jack Worthing - used as an instrument to represent the upperclass
ideals of duty and responsibility. However lives a double life in the city as Ernest to
escape from his duties, which reveals the hypocrisy of upperclass Victorians. Alger...

As a treasure in literature, this play has enduring attraction. It s a topic of interest
among critics. As far as this play is concerned, sociological perspective is efficient, for
there are many coincidences between the author s life and the characters’ ...
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