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Striking out at the conception of criticism as restricted to mere opinion or ritual
gesture, Northrop Frye wrote this magisterial work proceeding on the assumption that
criticism is a structure of thought and knowledge in its own right. In four brilliant essays
on historical, ethical, archetypical, and rhetorical criticism, employing examples of
world literature from ancient times to the present, Frye reconceived literary criticism as
a total history rather than a linear progression through time. Literature, Frye wrote, is
"the place where ourimaginations find the ideal that they try to pass on to belief and
action, where they find the vision which is the source of both the dignity and the%oy of
life." And the critical study of literature provides a basic way "to produce, out of the
society we have to live in, a vision of the society we want to live In." Harold Bloom
contributes a fascinating and highly personal preface that examines Frye's mode of
criticism and thought (as opposed to Frye's criticism itself) as being indispensable in
the modern literary world.
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The most interesting book I've ever read on literarg criticism. For the first time, | could
sit down and thumb through page after page, sticking to a book talking about those
"dry theories". The language is humorous and clear, very friendly to a freshman ...
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