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"Acclaimed, reviled, acclaimed again, Fanny Kemble played a highly significant cultural
role on both sides of the Atlantic. As Deirdre David convincingly shows, the life of this
actress-turned-writer-turned-polemicist not only offers a fascinating subject in its own
right but also intersects with so many of the nineteenth-century figures who still
interest us today: the Shelleys, the Brownings, Carlyle, Dickens, Thackeray, George
Eliot, Liszt, Longfellow, Hawthorne, Henry James, and many, many more. David's
absolute familiarity with all of them is impressive and reassuring, but it is of course
Kemble herself who matters here most, and David's enormous empathy with this
mercurial woman is wonderfully infectious."--U. C. Knoepflmacher
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