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This is an exploration of the ambivalent relationship between revolutionary politics
and modernist or avant-garde art. Williams clarifies many of the issues that have
dogged recent critical discussion: the term  “modernism” itself; the distinction
between modernism and avant garde; and the possibility of a cultural theory “beyond
the modern” which avoids the pitfalls of postmodernism.
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Ch 2: Historicization of modernist universals; how metropolitan conditions of
miscellaneity (alienation; immigrant experience) necessitate aesthetics of universality
(e.g., emphasis on media); global expansion of metropolitan perceptions and the need
to specity categories of modern/modernism. - \
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