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A half-century afterits translation into English, Erich Auerbach's "Mimesis" still stands
as a monumental achievement in literary criticism. A brilliant display of erudition, wit,
and wisdom, his exFloration of how great European writers from Homer to Virginia
Woolf depicted reality has taught generations how to read Western literature. This new
expanded edition includes a substantial essay in introduction by Edward Said as well
as an essay, never before translated into English, in which Auerbach responds to his
critics. A German Jew, Auerbach was forced out of his professorship at the University of
Marburg in 1935. He left forTurkeﬁ, where he taught at the state university in Istanbul.
There, he wrote "Mimesis", publis m%it in German after the end of the war. Displaced
as he was, Auerbach produced a work of great erudition that contains no footnotes,
basing his arguments instead on searching, illuminating readings of key passages from
his primary texts. His aim was to show how, from antiqui(tjy to the twentieth century,
literature progressed toward ever more naturalistic and democratic forms of
representation. This essentially optimistic view of European history now aﬁpears asa
defensive - and impassioned - response to the inhumanity he saw in the Third Reich.
Ranging over works in Greek, Latin, Spanish, French, Italian, German, and English,
Auerbach used his remarkable skills in philology and comparative literature to refute
any narrow form of nationalism or chauvinism, in his own day and ours. For many
readers, both inside and outside the academy, "Mimesis" is among the finest works of
literary criticism ever written.

TEENE:

Erich Auerbach, (born Nov. 9, 1892, Berlin, Ger.—died Oct. 13, 1957, Wallingford, Conn,,
U.S.), educator and scholar of Romance literatures and languages.

After gaining a doctorate in philology at the University of Greifswald, Germany, in 1921,
Auerbach served as librarian for the Prussian State Library. From 1929 until his
dismissal by the Nazi Party in 1936, he was ordinarius universit%/) professor of Romance
philology at the University of Marburg. From 1936 to 1947 Auerbach taught at the
Turkish State University in Istanbul, where he wrote his magisterial survey of the
linguistic means of depicting reality in European literature, Mimesis: Dargestellte
Wirklichkeit in der abendlandischen Literatur (1946; Mimesis: The Representation of
Reality in Western Literature). He joined the faculty at Yale University in 1947, becoming
Sterling professor of Romance philology in 1956. In 1949-50 he was a member of the
Institute for Advanced Study at Princeton, N.J.

Although Auerbach wrote a number of important scholarly studies, including Dante als
Dichter der irdischen Welt (1929; Dante, Poet of the Secular World) and
Literatursprache und Publikum in der lateinischen Spatantike und im Mittelalter (1958;
Literary Language and Its Public in Late Latin Antiquity and in the Middle Ages), his
foremost work of literary criticism was Mimesis. This book not only offered philological
and historical examinations of individual literary works, from the Hebrew Bible an
Homer to Virginia Woolf and Marcel Proust, but also established an influential critical
method, offering a history of culture through the close analyses of literary styles.
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