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"Mixing autobiography with invented other voices, this book is an extraordinary
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meditation on what it means to have lived the history of China in the second half of the
twentieth century. At its best, Ha Jin's language is as accessible, penetrating, and
mysterious as Pound's "Cathay." This is a profound book, an event."--Frank Bidart

"In these poems Ha Jin gives voice to the millions whose lives were altered and whose
tongues were silenced by the Cultural Revolution. .. .If Ha Jin speaks in tongues in
these poems, we feel him behind those voices--the hidden director behind the
scenes--never as a presence filled with stridency and self-congratulation; he brings a
great empathy and compassion to his depiction of the fallible men and women whose
acts and attitudes together make up history."--Roger Gilbert, "Hungry Mind Review"
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We decided to go to the army, for we did not want to be roasted at home like little pigs.

"Damn it, if I knew which son of a rabbit bit the mango/ I would turn his whole family/
into counter-revolutionaries!" ahahaha

| don't know how your country hurts you so much. But | do want to know are you still in
love of her?
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