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Forty-five %ears ago, Gary Snyder's first book of poems, Riprap, was published by Origin
Press in a beautiful paperbound edition stitched Japanese-style. Around that time
Snyder published his translations of Chinese poet Han-Shan's Cold Mountain Poems in
the sixth issue of the "Evergreen Review." Thus was launched one of the most
remarkable literary careers of the last century. Itis a great gift for all readers to now
have this seminal collection back in print.
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"Riprap" is really a class of poems | wrote under the influence of the Sierra Nevada and
the daily trailcrew work of picking up and placing granite stones in tight cobble pattern
on hard slab. ... I tried writing poems of tough, simple, and short words, wit...
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