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An NYRB Classics Original

Simon Leys is a Renaissance man for the era of globalization. A distinguished scholar of
classical Chinese art and literature and one of the first Westerners to recognize the
appalling toll of Mao™ s Cultural Revolution, Leys also writes with unfailing

intelligence, seriousness, and bite about European art, literature, history, and politics
and is an unflinching observer of the way we live now,

The Hall of Uselessness is the most extensive collection of Leys’ s essays to be
published to date. In it, he addresses subjects ranging from the Chinese attitude to the
past to the mysteries of Belgium and Belgitude; offers portraits of André Gide and Zhou
Enlai; takes on Roland Barthes and Christopher Hitchens; broods on the Cambodian
genocide; reflects on the spell of the sea; and writes with keen appreciation about
writers as different as Victor Hugo, Evelyn Waugh, and Georges Simenon. Throughout,
The Hall of Uselessness is marked with the deep knowledge, skeptical intelligence, and
psssionate conviction that have made Simon Leys one of the most powerful essayists
of our time.
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"The Western incapacity to grasp the Soviet reality and all its Asian variants was not a
failure of information, it was a failure of imagination.”

KEH T NAKFIRD FHRRES.

I3FIRY, BR8N S, BHEXAE. —stIlMimiEd 7 Z6ZE0E,

Truly a Renaissance man, Simon's unfailing intelligence, consummate literature taste,
and above all his perceptive clairvoyance over communist horror at a time when the
larger world was still mesmerized in their romanticization of Mao's Red China, make his
writings a treasure of humanity and a constant reminder of man's failings.

In this collection of pieces, Simon Leys has something to say, and what he has said
remains impressive. When he was alive he loved Chinese culture, despite the fact that it
was ruined by the totalitarian state. He refused to be a narrow expert, and wrote
memorably about Balzac, Gide, Orwell, Chesterton, and many others. A fine book to
own and read.
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