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Here is the third volume in George R. R. Martin's magnificent cycle of novels that
includes A Game of Thrones and A Clash of Kings. As a whole, this series comprises a
genuine masterpiece of modern fantasy, bringing together the best the genre has to
offer. Magic, mystery, intrigue, romance, and adventure fill these pages and transport
us to a world unlike any we have ever experienced. Already hailed as a classic, George
R. R. Martin's stunning series is destined to stand as one of the great achievements of
imaginative fiction.

A Storm of Swords

Of the five contenders for power, one is dead, another in disfavor, and still the wars
rage as violently as ever, as alliances are made and broken. Joffrey, of House Lannister,
sits on the Iron Throne, the uneasy ruler of the land of the Seven Kingdoms. His most
bitter rival, Lord Stannis, stands defeated and disgraced, the victim of the jealous
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sorceress who holds him in her evil thrall. But young Robb, of House Stark, still rules
the North from the fortress of Riverrun. Robb plots against his despised Lannister
enemies, even as they hold his sister hostage at King's Landing, the seat of the Iron
Throne. Meanwhile, making her way across a blood-drenched continent is the exiled
queen, Daenerys, mistress of the only three dragons still left in the world....

But as opposing forces maneuver for the final titanic showdown, an army of barbaric
wildlings arrives from the outermost line of civilization. In their vanguard is a horde of
mythical Others--a supernatural army of the living dead whose animated corpses are
unstoppable. As the future of the land hangs in the balance, no one will rest until the
SevenKingdoms have exploded in a veritable storm of swords. . .

TEENE:

George R.R. Martin sold his first story in 1971 and has been vvritm% professionally ever
since. He has written fantasy, horror, and science fiction, and for his sins spent ten
years in Hollywood as a writer/producer, working on Twilight Zone, Beauty and the
Beast, and various feature films and television pilots that were never made. In the mid
90s he returned to prose, his first love, and began work on his epic fantasy series A
Song of Ice and Fire. He has been in the Seven Kingdoms ever since. Whenever he's
allowed to leave, he returns to Santa Fe, New Mexico, where he lives with the lovely
Parris, a big white dog called Mischa, and two cats named Augustus and Caligula who
think they run the place.

Biography

As a child growing up in New Jersey, George R.R. Martin displayed an early interestin

"the writing life" by selling monster stories of his own invention to the children in his

Bayonne neighborhood. In high school he became an avid comic book collector and

Segan to vlvdrite for comic fanzines. He sold his first story to Galaxy in 1970 when he was
1 years ola.

Martin received his bachelor's and master's degrees in journalism from Northwestern
University. After graduation he served two years in VISTA, then worked as a teacher and
chess tournament director in the Midwest, while continuing to craft award-winning
short fiction. His first full-length novel, Dying of the Light, was published in 1977. A dark,
lgrical sci-fi tone poem set on a doomed world without a sun, the book was nominated
or a Hugo Awarda.

Throughout the 1980s, Martin worked in television, writing for science fiction- and
fantasy-themed shows like The Twilight Zone and Beauty and the Beast. At this time he
became involved with Wild Cards, a long-runnin antholo%y series composed of
"mosaic stories" written by multiple authors and set in a shared universe. In addition to
editing the series, Martin has contributed stories to the Wild Card books.

In 1996, Martin published A Game of Thrones, the first installment of his magnum opus,
the epic fantasy series A Song of Fire and Ice. Set in the Seven Kingdoms, a realm
resemblmﬁ medieval Europe, the internationally bestselling series has provided the
ultimate showcase for Martin's formidable world-building and characterization skills.

Durmg the course of his long, prolific career, Martin has accrued every major literary
prize for science fiction or fantasy writing, including the Hugo, Nebula, World Fantasy,
Bram Stoker, Daedelus, and Locus awards. But what endears him especially to his



readers is his extraordinary accessibility. A tireless participant in genre conventions and
festivals, he maintains a cordial relationship with his fans through his website and blog.
He is also a member of the Science Fiction & Fantasy Writers of America.
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Itis really exciting and touched when all the young wolves found their way at the end.
Looking forward to the rise of Starks!
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