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Pulitzer Prize-winning and bestselling historian James MacGregor Burns explores the
most daring and transformational intellectual movement in history, the European and
American Enlightenment

In this engaging, provocative history, James MacGregor Burns brilliantly illuminates the
two-hundred-year conflagration of the Enlightenment, when audacious questions and
astonishing ideas tore across Europe and the New World, transforming thought,
overturning governments, and inspiring visionary political experiments. Fire and Light
brings to vivid life the galaxy of revolutionary leaders of thought and action who, armed
with a new sense of human possibility, driven by a hunger for change, created the
modern world. Burns discovers the origins of a distinctive American Enlightenment in
men like the Founding Fathers Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, and
James Madison, and their early encounters with incendiary European ideas about
liberty and equality. It was these thinker-activists who framed the United States as a
grand and continuing experiment in Enlightenment principles.

Today the same questions Enlightenment thinkers grappled with have taken on new
urgency around the world: in the turmoil of the Arab Spring, in the former Soviet Union,
and China, as well as in the United States itself. What should a nation be? What should
citizens expect from their government? Who should lead and how can leadership be
made both effective and accountable? What is happiness, and what can the state
contribute to it? Burns's exploration of the ideals and arguments that formed the
bedrock of our modern world shines a new light on these ever-important questions.

作者介绍: 

James MacGregor Burns (1918-2014) was a bestselling American historian and political
scientist whose work has earned both the National Book Award and a Pulitzer Prize.
Born in Boston, he earned his BA at Williams College, where he returned to teach
history and political science after obtaining his PhD at Harvard and serving in World
War II. He served as the Woodrow Wilson Professor of Government Emeritus at Williams
College and as Distinguished Leadership Scholar at the University of Maryland until his
death in 2014.
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书评

《启蒙：思想运动如何改变世界》是美国当代政治历史学家、普利策奖及国家奖获得者
詹姆斯·麦格雷戈·伯恩斯的代表作品。该书主要围绕英法美三国的启蒙运动进程，分
析重要思想家的论述，结合历史事件来讲述，通俗易懂，叙事清晰，适合入门。
全书从引言《启蒙运动的革命性》入题...  

-----------------------------
1.
启蒙运动作为一个历史进程，是继[文艺复兴]、宗教改革后又一次伟大的反封建、反教
会的思想解放运动，它激发人们高举理性主义大旗，用理性来挣脱原有权威的束缚，冲
破陈规旧俗的桎梏，审察一切、批判一切、度量一切、重构一切，去追求自由、民主、
平等等新价值新期望，把人们...  

-----------------------------
[https://athenacool.wordpress.com/2019/09/17/%e5%90%af%e8%92%99/]
启蒙：思想运动如何改变世界 [美]詹姆斯·麦格雷戈·伯恩斯 / 祝薪闲 / 文汇出版社 /
2019-7 子扉我 2019年秋 季风异次元空间二世 原载[回响编辑部]微信2019年9月17日  
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