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Based on groundbreaking original research, The Why Axis is a colorful examination of
why people do what they do—observed through the lens of incentives that can spur
people to achieve.

Uri Gneezy and John List are like the anthropologists who spend months in the field
studying the people in their native habitats. But in their case they embed themselves in
our messy world to try and solve big, difficult problems, such as the gap between rich
and poor students and the violence plaguing inner city schools; the real reasons
people discriminate; whether women are really less competitive than men; and how to
correctly price products and services.

Their field experiments in the factories, communities, and shops where real people
live, work, and play show how economic incentives can change outcomes. Their
results will change the way we both think about and take action on big and little
problems, and force us to rely no longer on assumptions, but upon the evidence of
what really works.

TEENA:

Uri Gneezy is the Arthur Brody Endowed Chair in Behavioral Economics and professor
of economics and strategy at the Rady School of Management at UC San Diego. He has
also been on the faculties of the University of Chicago, Israel's Technion, and the
University of Haifa.

John List is the Homer J. Livingston Professor of Economics at the University of
Chicago. He has been a research associate at the National Bureau of Economics

(NBER) for more than decade and served as senior economist on the President's
Council of Economic Advisors for environmental and resource economics.
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It seems that we learned less and less from today's empirical work, perhaps field
experiment is a more promising method to approach the reality.

Inspiring. Preference differs due to variaty of motivation, which is the fundamental to
figure out "why" of humanbeings.

introducing experimental methods into social science, isn't it common sense? it [0oks
very natural.. there seems to be quite some limitations though, e,g, culture/eco factors
sometimes play a dominant role, itis hard to differentiate the smaller ones. More
importantly, the way to draw a conclusion is largely by conjecturing, hard to
generalize..
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