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IBM and the Holocaust is the stunning story of IBM's strategic alliance with Nazi
Germany -- beginning in 1933 in the first weeks that Hitler came to power and
continuing well into World War II. As the Third Reich embarked upon its plan of
conquest and genocide, IBM and its subsidiaries helped create enabling technologies,
step-by-step, from the identification and cataloging programs of the 1930s to the
selections of the 1940s.

Only after Jews were identified -- a massive and complex task that Hitler wanted done
immediately -- could they be targeted for efficient asset confiscation, ghettoization,
deportation, enslaved labor, and, ultimately, annihilation. It was a cross-tabulation and
organizational challenge so monumental, it called for a computer. Of course, in the
1930s no computer existed.

But IBM's Hollerith punch card technology did exist. Aided by the company's
custom-designed and constantly updated Hollerith systems, Hitler was able to
automate his persecution of the Jews. Historians have always been amazed at the
speed and accuracy with which the Nazis were able to identify and locate European
Jewry. Until now, the pieces of this puzzle have never been fully assembled. The fact is,
IBM technology was used to organize nearly everything in Germany and then Nazi
Europe, from the identification of the Jews in censuses, registrations, and ancestral
tracing programs to the running of railroads and organizing of concentration camp
slave labor.

IBM and its German subsidiary custom-designed complex solutions, one by one,
anticipating the Reich's needs. They did not merely sell the machines and walk away.
Instead, IBM leased these machines for high fees and became the sole source of the
billions of punch cards Hitler needed.

IBM and the Holocaust takes you through the carefully crafted corporate collusion with
the Third Reich, as well as the structured deniability of oral agreements, undated
letters, and the Geneva intermediaries -- all undertaken as the newspapers blazed with
accounts of persecution and destruction.

Just as compelling is the human drama of one of our century's greatest minds, IBM
founder Thomas Watson, who cooperated with the Nazis for the sake of profit.

Only with IBM's technologic assistance was Hitler able to achieve the staggering
numbers of the Holocaust. Edwin Black has now uncovered one of the last great
mysteries of Germany's war against the Jews -- how did Hitler get the names?

作者介绍: 

Was IBM, "The Solutions Company," partly responsible for the Final Solution? That's
the question raised by Edwin Black's IBM and the Holocaust, the most controversial
book on the subject since Daniel Jonah Goldhagen's Hitler's Willing Executioners.
Black, a son of Holocaust survivors, is less tendentiously simplistic than Goldhagen,
but his thesis is no less provocative: he argues that IBM founder Thomas Watson
deserved the Merit Cross (Germany's second-highest honor) awarded him by Hitler, his
second-biggest customer on earth. "IBM, primarily through its German subsidiary,
made Hitler's program of Jewish destruction a technologic mission the company
pursued with chilling success," writes Black. "IBM had almost single-handedly brought
modern warfare into the information age [and] virtually put the 'blitz' in the krieg."
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书评

大屠杀为什么会发生？它是如何在短时间内大规模发生的？受害者为什么会被精确识别
？
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IBM为何与纳粹联盟，这背后究竟是人权政治下的歪曲滥用，还是投机净集中的利益博
弈？
IBM先进技术是如何传入欧洲的？冻结的资金又靠什么方式从欧洲德占区转出？是怎样
一种契机让美国国务院成...  
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-----------------------------

-----------------------------
在读这本《IBM和纳粹》的时候，我在想那尘封已久的二战历史书又被掀开了新的一页
，而这一页的主角之一的IBM公司在今天依旧是世界500强排名靠前的最大最知名的公
司之一。我想，作者写这本书，可能会冒一些风险，因为这段历史是辉煌依旧的IBM公
司不愿意被看到的不光彩的一段历史...  
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