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Blessed is the nation that in the course of a century could give the world two poets of
Czeslaw Milosz's and Zbigniew Herbert's scope. Doubly blessed is the English-reader,
forin this volume he gets Zbigniew Herbert's work rendered by Czeslaw Milosz: like the
poor, or better yet like nature herself, Polish genius takes care of its own. This collection
Is bound for a much longer haul than any of us can anticipate. For Zbigniew Herbert's
poetry adds to the biography of civilization the sensibility of a man not defeated by the
century that has been most thorough, most effective in dehumanization of the species.
Herbert's irony, his austere reserve and his compassion, the lucidity of his lyricism, the
intensity of his sentiment toward classical antiquity, are not just trappings of a modern
poet, but the necessary armor--in his case well-tempered and shining indeed--for man
not to be crushed bythe onslaught of reality. By offering to his readers neither
aesthetic norethical discount, this poet, in fact, saves them frorn that poverty which
every form of human evil finds so congenial. As long as the species exists, this book will
be timely.-- Joseph Brodsky
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/bigniew Herbert (29 October 1924 in Lvov - 28 July 1998 in Warsaw) was an influential
Polish poet, essayist, drama writer, author of plays, and moralist. A member of the
Polish resistance movement - Home Army (AK) during World War II, he is one of the
best known and the most translated post-war Polish writers. [1]He was first published
in 1950; his writing debut was a volume of verse Strinig of light and it was published in
1956. One of Herbert” s most valuable works is a cycle of writings about Pan Cogito
(Mr. Cogito), a character that is very modern but still sticks to the European cultural
tradition. He was a distant relation of the 17th century poet George Herbert,
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