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Tommy Phan is a successful detective novelist living the American Dream in southern
California. One evening he comes home to find a small rag doll on his doorstep. It’s a
simple doll, covered entirely in white cloth, with crossed black stitches for the eyes and
mouth, and another pair forming an X over the heart. Curious, he brings it inside.

That night Tommy hears an odd popping sound and looks up to see the stitches
breaking over the doll’s heart. And in minutes the fabric of Tommy Phan’s reality
will be torn apart. Something terrifying emerges from the pristine white cloth,
something that will follow Tommy wherever he goes. Something that he can’t
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destroy. It wants Tommy’s life, and he doesn’t know why. He has only one ally, a
beautiful, strangely intuitive waitress he meets by chance—or by a design far beyond
his comprehension. He has too many questions, no answers, and very little time.
Because the vicious and demonically clever doll has left this warning on Tommy’s
computer screen:

The deadline is dawn.

Ticktock 

Time is running out.
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男主被女主的无厘头对话和行动搞到无数次接近崩溃，最后却发现全都是合理的。这就
是作者所谓将超自然惊悚(supernatural thriller)和神经喜剧(screwball
comedy)混搭起来的成果。 最后的作者自述里说，作者Dean
Koontz很喜欢尝试各种类型的混搭，这也成了他的小说的独特风格，...  
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