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Lakshmi is a thirteen-year-old girl who lives with her family in a small hut on a
mountain in Nepal. Though she is desperately poor, her life is full of simple pleasures,
like playing hopscotch with her best friend from school, and having her mother brush
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her hair by the light of an oil lamp. But when the harsh Himalayan monsoons wash
away all that remains of the family’s crops, Lakshmi’s stepfather says she must
leave home and take a job to support her family. 

He introduces her to a glamorous stranger who tells her she will find her a job as a
maid in the city. Glad to be able to help, Lakshmi journeys to India and arrives at
“Happiness House” full of hope. But she soon learns the unthinkable truth: she has
been sold into prostitution.

An old woman named Mumtaz rules the brothel with cruelty and cunning. She tells
Lakshmi that she is trapped there until she can pay off her family’s debt—then cheats
Lakshmi of her meager earnings so that she can never leave.

Lakshmi’s life becomes a nightmare from which she cannot escape. Still, she lives by
her mother’s words—Simply to endure is to triumph—and gradually, she forms
friendships with the other girls that enable her to survive in this terrifying new world.
Then the day comes when she must make a decision—will she risk everything for a
chance to reclaim her life? 

Written in spare and evocative vignettes, this powerful novel renders a world that is as
unimaginable as it is real, and a girl who not only survives but triumphs.
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英文原版

小説

评论

萨尔兹堡某青旅里某男孩扔桌上的小说，其实不care里面写了什么，嗯…这本书让我对
也门留下了很坏的印象

-----------------------------
其实没读完

-----------------------------
第一本英文小说，青少年读物，哈哈

-----------------------------
unspeakable horrors

-----------------------------
Feminism, immigrant, evoke equality...

-----------------------------
得知一些不为人知的事 很难过 满分

-----------------------------
诗歌。。。读的我快睡着了。幸好今天上课讨论over！

-----------------------------
很感人的一部小说，读到最后几乎落泪 揭示了一个虚伪又真实的世界



-----------------------------
Girls sold from Nepal to India for prostitution.

-----------------------------
"I'm Lakshmi. I'm from Nepal. I'm thirteen years old."
泪崩，尤其是最后Anita选择留下来的时候，大概真的是已经不相信人之善了吧！

-----------------------------
镇江枫叶国际学校打卡，英10要看的

-----------------------------
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