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To the layman, all printing types look the same. But for typographers, graphic artists
and others of that lunatic fringe who believe that the letters we look at daily (and take
entirely for granted) are of profound importance, the question of how letters are
formed, what shape they assume, and how they have evolved remains one of
passionate and continuing concern.

Lawson explores the vast territory of types, their development and uses, their
antecedents and offspring, with precision, insight, and clarity. Written for the layman
but containing exhaustive research, drawings and synopses of typefaces, this book is
an essential addition to the library of anyone s typographic library. Itis, as Lawson
states, not written for the printer convinced that there are already too many t%pefaces,
but rather for that curious part of the population that believes the opposite; that the
subtleties of refinement as applies to roman and cursive letters have yet to be fully
investigated and that the production of the perfect typeface remains a goal to be as
much desired by present as by future type designers. Anyone aspiring to typographic
wisdom should own and treasure this classic.
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