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Shortcomings, Adrian Tomine's first long-form graphic novel, is the story of Ben
Tanaka, a confused, obsessive Japanese American male in his late twenties, and his
Cross-cou ntrr search for contentment (or at least the perfect girl). Along the way,
Tomine tackles modern culture, sexual mores, and racial politics with brutal honesty
and lacerating, irreverent humor, while deftly bringing to life a cast of painfully real
antihero characters. A frequent contributor to The New Yorker, Tomine has acquired a
cultlike fan following and has earned status as one of the most widely acclaimed
cartoonists of our time.

Shortcomings was serialized in Tomine's iconic comic book series Optic Nerve and was
excerpted in McSweeney's Quarterly Concern #13.
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if you dig deep enough into anyone's sexuality, you're bound to find something you'd
rather not examine too closely.
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(4.5/5) "I could be totally, brutally honest about why I m doing this, but I m going
to restrain myself becausel” m notsureifyou’ deverrecover.
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Plain and pain
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