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Volume VI of Voegelin's account of the history of Western political ideas continues from
the point reached in the previous volume with the study of the mystic-philosopher
Jean Bodin. Voegelin begins with a discussion of the conflict between Bishop Bossuet
and Voltaire concerning the relationship between what is conventionally identified as
sacred history and profane history. Bossuet maintained the traditional Christian
position, the origin of which may be traced to Saint Augustine's City of God. Voegelin
shows, however, that while Bossuet may have been heir to an adequate understanding
of human existence, Voltaire drew attention to a series of historical facts, such as the
comparative size of the Russian and Roman empires, the existence of Chinese
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civilization, and the discovery of the New World, that could be incorporated into
Bossuet's account only with great difficulty or not at all.

For the first time, the theoretical problem of the historicity of evocative symbols of
political order becomes the focus of Voegelin's analysis. This major problem, which
found a provisional solution in the New Science of Vico, was intertwined with several
additional ones that may be summarized in terms of an increasing closure toward
what Voegelin calls the world- transcendent ground of reality. Voegelin traces the
consequences of the new attitudes and sentiments in terms of an increasing
disorientation in personal, social, and political life, a disorientation that was expressed
in increasingly impoverished experiences and accounts of history and of nature.

Vico represents the great exception to this decline in the intellectual adequacy of
modern political ideas and modern self- understanding. Readers familiar with
Voegelin's New Science of Politics will find in the long, challenging, and brilliant
chapter on Vico and his New Science one of the major textual analyses that sustained
Voegelin's entire intellectual enterprise. Indeed, the chapter on Vico, along with
similarly provocative and insightful chapters on Bodin and on Schelling in other
volumes, may almost be read as an element of Voegelin's own spiritual autobiography.
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书评

维柯（1668 – 1744）被称为“有史以来西方思想史上最为神秘的哲人（the most
enigmatic
philosopher）”。[1]童年的维柯特别淘气，据他亲撰的《维柯自传》记述，7岁时，他
意外地从楼顶摔下来，差点丢了命。休养整整三年后，淘气的维柯在学习上开了窍，一
路名列前茅，提前进入...  
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