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An Artist of the Floating World (1986) is a novel by Kazuo Ishiguro. It is set in post-World
Warll Japan and is narrated by Masuji Ono, an ageing painter, who looks back on his
life and how he has lived it. He notices how his once great reputation has faltered since
the war and how attitudes towards him and his paintings have changed. The chief
conflict deals with Ono's need to accept responsibility for his past actions. The novel
attempts to ask and answer the question: whatis man'srole in a rapidly changing

environment?

BB

Kazuo Ishiguro OBE, FRSA, FRSL (Japanese: f522—%&; born 8 November 1954) is a
British novelist. He was born in Nagasaki, Japan; his family moved to England in 1960
when he was five. Ishiguro obtained his Bachelor's degree from the University of Kent

in 1978 and his Master's from the University of East Anglia's creative-writing course in
1980.

Ishiguro is one of the most celebrated contemporary fiction authors in the
English-speaking world, having received four Man Booker Prize nominations, and
winning the 1989 award for his novel The Remains of the Day. In 2008, The Times
ranked Ishiguro 32nd on their list of "The 50 greatest British writers since 1945".
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‘| often wonder why he makes the effort like that every day. There’ s nothing much
for him to see. Just an old man with a stick, standing by his pond feeding the carp. |
wonder what he finds so fascinating in such a scene
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Comparing the irrecognizable past memories, those happiness, those vigorous youth
and ambitions, with the aged and outfashioned reality, this book shows us how
Japaneses of elder generation before war think of the young men and new reality.
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Artists of the ﬂoating world means the artists hide from the reality but only painting the
pleasure and joys of rich people. Ono-san tried to weak people up by his painting and
stop being a floating artist. His action leading to the war, and in his memory ...
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