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This second volume of Michael Mann's analytical history of social power deals with
power relations between the Industrial Revolution and the First World War, focusing on
France, Great Britain, Hapsburg Austria, Prussia/Germany and the United States. Based
on considerable empirical research it provides original theories of the rise of nations
and nationalism, of class conflict, of the modern state and of modern militarism. While
not afraid to generalise, it also stresses social and historical complexity. The author
sees human society as 'a patterned mess' and attempts to provide a sociological
theory appropriate to this. This theory culminates in the final chapter, an original
explanation of the causes of the First World War.

作者介绍: 

迈克尔·曼（Michael
Mann），牛津大学社会学博士，美国加利福尼亚大学洛杉矶分校社会学系教授。主要
著作有：《社会权力的来源》（第一卷、第二卷）、《不连贯的帝国》、《法西斯主义
者》、《民主的阴暗面》。
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评论

Master Piece, whose reputation shall be elevated to en par with that of Max Weber's.

-----------------------------
maybe not as good as the first volume, but still insightful
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书评

第二卷如此重要，却翻译成这个样子。实在令人喷饭。一共十多位译者，很多都是研究
生，连英文关都没过。很多字句翻译都不统一，约定俗成译法都不用。等有时间一一揪
出来都笑掉大牙。希望出版社还是严谨一些，尽量避免用这种集团军式翻译。第一卷有
刘北成老师、李少军老师把关，...  
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