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| see it as both an honour and a great pleasure — after my books on Yutaka Takanashi
and Issei Suda - to be able to continue my series on the masters of Japanese post-war
photography with a book on Shomei Tomatsu. Although I have long been familiar with
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a number of his iconic images, | have only come to fully comprehend the entire
spectrum encompassed by his sixty-year career while preparing this book.

From his roughly fifteen publications to date — which include the only important
Western publication, the catalogue of his 2006 exhibition at the San Francisco Museum
of Art — | had selected roughly 110 photographs for my book. With copies of the
photographs | selected under my arm, | visited Shomei Tomatsu and his wife this past
summer in his studio in Okinawa, where he has been living for several years now,
mainly for health reasons. And | was amazed that the great master, who has a
reputation among the cognoscenti of being very rigorous, approved of my selections,
without any reservations.

With the exception of a very few photos from the early years of the American
occupation of Okinawa — which are to be included in an American publication planned
on this topic — and three motifs for which the negatives can no longer be found, my
selection constitutes the contents of this book. [ was conscious of the fact that my
chosen limit of roughly 100 illustrations for this book would mean forfeiting the one or
the otherimportant motif. Nevertheless, I am convinced that the final selection not
only clearly illustrates why Shomei Tomatsu is seen asa “godfather” by nearly all
living Japanese photographers — including the stars of the scene whose work is
considerably more present in the West, such as Nobuyoshi Araki or Daido Moriyama -
and why colleagues in his native country all regard him with such respect. Hence, this
book should also contribute to establishing an appropriate place for his work and his
name in the international photography scene.

RENR:
BMEQELBZL, FAMAZENE, SEOTEERE—5, @THEATEBREN
EREE, ESBERELINRARANEER, SEafsRaNOL, RESH
HEE BHL, SRR, BEIDER BRHE ‘WARR—B. M 1EAR
fmE, SSENEies, BninG

. SR T REERI ., L eI, HERN, SIZEMS, DGR
BE, RS H=ME, BESECNE, ShEANEE S HYRETeiE
. BB %, NEAEREATTENE— SR, SR, Rlehiie s,
RE (RENBEER, BECLRE. BOEYE. HoRE. BRBNEE B
J

H]
of
gl

0
[

H=x:

Shomei Tomatsu Photographs 1951-2000 T EigEEE1

EL/NE

BN


http://www.allinfo.top/jjdd

Tie

ERAVERE (R, B, BONBITEIR T, KESENMRBYESHT.

Shomei Tomatsu Photographs 1951-2000 T &i5EEE1

17

Shomei Tomatsu Photographs 1951-2000 T &i5EEE1



http://www.allinfo.top/jjdd
http://www.allinfo.top/jjdd

	Shomei Tomatsu Photographs 1951-2000
	标签
	评论
	书评


