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First Sentence: The girl screamed once, only the once, but it was enough.

DI John Rebus is one week from retirement. What begins as the murder of a Russian
poet becomes much more complex. Does it involve the Russians meeting with
Fdinburgh real estate agents and bankers? How does it link with a second murder?
What is the connection to Rebus' nemeses Ger Cafferty?

When Rebus gets suspended, it's up to DS Siobhan Clark to work on the inside while
Rebus keeps investigating from the outside.

| put off reading this book because | was concerned as to how Rankin would close out
Rebus' career. I need not have worried.

This is quintessential Rebus who has given up almost evergthmg in his life for his job.
The case seemed to start off as a simple killing, but layers build upon layers and twists
upon turns.

Rankin has done such a fine job creating Rebus, he is very real. | don't always like him,
but you know that is intentional.

Rankin hasn't glamorized Edinburgh, as many authors do, but presents it as a city of
people and problems as is any city, and he makes that city alive to us.

For me, the ending was perfect and just the right touch. I'm anxious to see what Rankin
doef< next, but I do sincerely hope Rebus reappears from time-to-time. Bravo, Mr.
Rankin.
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