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This is the long-awaited first novel from one of the most original and memorable
writers working today. Things have never been easy for Oscar, a sweet but disastrously
overwei%ht, lovesick Dominican ghetto nerd. From his home in New Jersey, where he
lives with his old-world mother and rebellious sister, Oscar dreams of becoming the
Dominican J. R. R. Tolkien and, most of all, of finding love. But he may never get what
he wants, thanks to the Fukce-the curse that has haunted the Oscar's family for
%enerations, dooming them to prison, torture, tragic accidents, and, above all,
ill-starred love. Oscar, still waiting for his first kiss, is just its most recent victim. D’ az
immerses us in the tumultuous I%e of Oscar and the history of the family at large,
rendering with genuine warmth and dazzling energy, humor, and insight the
Dominican-American experience, and, ultimately, the endless human capacity to
persevere in the face of heartbreak and loss. A true literary triumph, The Brief
Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao confirms Junot D’ az as one of the best and most exciting
voices of our time.
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gorden asked me-cool shades! or is some mad scientist conducting an evil experiment
on you?
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Dude can write. In fact, this book is one of the most original that I've come across in a
lon%tlme Like the Iayers of an onion, Diaz peels back the layers of years to reveal the
history of Oscar and his sister Lola. And what a history 1t is! The Ban...
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It reminds me of Cisneros's A House on the Mango Street and Julia Alverez's How the
Garcia Girls Lost Their accents. Alverez also writes about Domnican American's lives, if |
remember correctly. The multiple perspectives Diaz uses in narrating this a bit...
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