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A critical and commercial success, the books present fourclverspectives on asingle set
of events and characters in Alexandria, Egypt, before and during World War Il.

As Durrell explains in his preface to Balthazar, the four novels are an exploration of
relativity and the notions of continuum and subject-object relation, with modern love
as the subject. The Quartet offers the same sequence of events to us through several
points of view, allowing individual perspectives to change over time.

The four novels are:

Justine (1957)

Balthazar (1958)

Mountolive (1958)
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Clea (1960)

In a 1959 Paris Review interview, Durrell described the ideas behind the Quartet in
terms of a convergence of Eastern and Western metaphysics, based on Einstein's
overturning of the old view of the material universe, and Freud's doing the same for the
concept of stable personalities, yielding a new concept of reality. For all the novels'
experiments with chronology and viewpoint, for many readers the appeal lies in the
luxurious beauty of the writing; it is difficult to find writing that so prodigiously and
intricately recreates atmosphere, place and fleeting emotion with such style.

BB

Lawrence George Durrell (February 27,1912 - November 7, 1990) was an expatriate
British novelist, poet, dramatist, and travel writer, though he resisted affiliation with
Britain and ﬁreferred to be considered cosmopolitan. It has been posthumously
suggested that Durrell never had British citizenship, though more accurately, he
became defined as a non-patrial in 1968 due to the amendment to the
Commonwealth Immigrants Act 1962. Hence, he was denied the right to enter or settle
in Britain under new laws and had to apply for a visa for each entry. His most famous
work is the tetralogy The Alexandria Quartet.
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