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The vanished way of life of Eastern European Jews in the early part of the twentieth
century is the subject of this extraordinary novel. All the strata of this complex society
were populated by powerfully individual personalities, and the whole community
pulsated with life and vitality. The affairs of the patriarchal Meshulam Moskat and the
unworldly Asa Heshel Bannet provide the center of the book, but its real focus is the
civilization that was destroyed forever in the gas chambers of the Second World War.
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评论

"A living memorial to a vanished
world."一场死亡的聚会，Moskat家族的人从美国、巴勒斯坦、华沙及周边赶来参加。
不是战争摧毁了犹太人，而是他们自己动摇的信仰。怎样的人有怎样的死亡。最后，死
亡才是弥赛亚。 第一次如此厌恶小说男女主角。

-----------------------------
"Starts like a traditional 19th Century novel, and you think it will be about a doomed
love affair, or a young man's progress, or whatever. And then by the end you realise it is
a tragedy about the destruction of the Polish Jewish culture."

-----------------------------
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书评

虽然可以说是Polish-Jewish文化遭遇纳粹毁灭的悲剧，我却不得不承认
在阅读这本书时心中所产生的负面情绪。
说到看了这本书的感受，最深刻的便是越看越压抑，越看越觉得或许死亡与毁灭才是他
们最好的结局。
原来Jews的生活与我想象中的完全不一样。虽然有那么些虔诚的Rabbi和...  
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