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For decades the Mafia controlled the flow of heroin onto the streets of Harlem. Frank
Lucas changed all that. Born in rural North Carolina, he came to New York and rose to
power under notorious mobster Bumpy Johnson. When Bumpy died, Frank moved to
take over the drug business. Caught in a squeeze play between the Mafia and the street
dealers, Frank got creative. Instead of being a tool of the mob, he went straight to the
source - Cambodia - and set up his own unique distribution system.Using his brothers
as his lieutenants and selling "quality” heroin in trademark blue plastic bags, Frank
Lucas and his "Country Boys" became the kings of One Hundred Twenty-Firth Street.
Frank had it made. He was rich, successful, and untouchable...until Richie Roberts
came along. Roberts, the Eliot Ness of drug enforcement, became a pariah among
other detectives in the NYPD when he turned in the million dollars in cash he found in
the trunk of a dealer's car. His personal life was a mess - his wife left him, and his son
hardly knew him anymore - but on the job, Roberts was all business, and his business,
headkmg up a Federal Narcotics Squad, was busting big-time dealers. His next target?
Frank Lucas.
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Max Allan Collins, the New York Times bestselling author of the graphic novel The Road
to Perdition on which the film was based, has written dozens of novels, including his
Nate Heller detective series. Collins wrote also has written the graphic-novel sequel,
The Road to Paradise. For some years he wrote the Dick Tracy comic strip. An
independent filmmaker, Collins lives in Eastern lowa.
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My ranking, if I did, will certainly be biased since I've already watched and loved the
movie.
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