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Arguing that belief in a universal human nature was as important to Shakespeare as to
every other Renaissance writer, this book questions the central principle of
ﬁostmodem Shakespeare criticism. Postmodernists insist that the notion of a defining

uman essence was alien to Shakespeare and his contemporaries and as radical
anti-essentialists, the Elizabethans were, in effect, postmodernists before their time.
Challenging this claim, this book demonstrates that for Shakespeare, as for every other
humanist writer in this period, the key to all wise action was 'the knowledge of our
selves and our human condition.'
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Innootherklizabethan play areloveanddeath soclosely intertwined. Julia Kristeva
argues that the real key to Romeo” sand Juliet’” s passion is hatred. Only in the
strange world of literary postmodernism, with its decentred human beings who lack
inner selves and are incapable of communicating with each other, would anyone think
of taking such androids~
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