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The internationally acclaimed Myths series brings together some of the finest writers of
our time to provide a contemporary take on some of our most enduring stories. Here,
the timeless and universal tales that reflect and shaPe our lives&#8211;mirroring our
fears and desires, helping us make sense of the world&#8211;are revisited, updated,
and made new.

Margaret Atwood™ s Penelopiad is a sharp, brilliant and tender revision of a sto? at
the heart of our culture: the myths about Penelo’ie and Odysseus. In Homer’ s familiar
version, The Odyssey, Penelope is portrayed as the quintessential faithful wife. Left
alone for twenty years when Odysseus goes to fight in the Trojan Wars, she manages to
maintain the kingdom of Ithaca, bring up her wayward son and, in the face of
scandalous rumours, keep over a hundred suitors at bay. When Odysseus finally comes
home after enduring hardships, overcoming monsters and sleeping with goddesses, he
kills Penelope’ s suitors and&#8211;curiously&#8211;twelve of her maids!

In Homer the hanging of the maids merits only a fleeting though poignant mention,
but Atwood comments in her introduction that she has always been haunted by those
deaths. The Penelopiad, she adds, begins with two questions: what led to the hanging
of the maids, and what was Penelope really up to? In the book, these subjects are
explored by Penelope herself&#8211;telling the story from Hades — the Greek
afterworld - in wry, sometimes acid tones. But Penelope’ s maids also figure as a
singing and dancing chorus (and chorus line), Commentm% on the action in poems,
songs, an anthropology lecture and even a videotaped trial.

The Penelopiad does several dazzling things at once. First, it delves into a moment of
casual brutality and reveals all that the act contains: a practice of sexual violence and
gender prejudice our society has not outgrown. But it is also a daring interrogation of
Homer spoem, and its counter-narratives — which draw on mythic material not used
by Homer - cleverly unbalance the original. This is the case throughout, from the
unsettling questions that drive Penelope’ s tale forward, to more comic doubts about
some of The Odyssey’ s most famous episodes. ( “Odysseus had been in a fight with
a giant one-eyed Cyclops, said some; no, it was only a one-eyed tavern keeper, said
another, and the fight was over non-payment of the bill.” )

In fact, The Penelopiad weaves and unweaves the texture of The Odyssey in several
searching ways. The Odyssey was originally a set of songs, for example; the new
version’” s ballads and idylls complement’and clash with the original. Thinking more
about theme, the maids’ ™~ voices add a new and unsettling comPlex of emotions that
is missing from Homer. The Penelopiad takes what was marginal and brings it to the
centre, where one can see its full complexity.

The same goes for its heroine. Penelope is an important figure in our literary culture,
but we have seldom heard her speak for herself. Her sometimes scathing comments in
The Penelopiad (about her cousin, Helen of Troy, for example) make us think of
Penelope differently &#8211; and the way she talks about the twenty-first century,
which she observes from Hades, makes us see ourselves anew too.

Margaret Atwood is an astonishing storyteller, and The Penelopiad is, most of all, a
haunting and deeply entertaining story. This book plumbs murder and memory, guilt
and deceit, in a wise and passionate manner. At time hilarious and at times deeply
thought-provoking, it is very much a Myth for our times.

TEE 4.



IAEANAT - PRSI, ST NIIEXR “XEUE" , 125N IEBWREBY 358 = EE T
W&ﬁ\ﬁﬂﬁﬁyﬁowﬁﬁ%<ﬂuﬁmﬁk> CeR) . (IaEE) 1 €
ﬂig%ﬁ%ﬁ”iﬁ%ﬁ@ﬁﬁom%i%&ﬁ%$ﬁ<gﬂﬂ>ﬁﬁ TRIENF
=il

ﬁ%”mﬁwﬂﬁ R=EELETTES W%Eﬁ%ﬁfﬁi?%ﬂiimﬁﬁ,ﬁﬂfﬁ
AEAIR, B— DB EALRNAZ2EMPIER, — PR T, MRIASUREITE SR

(e]

TﬂZW,W%EﬁEEfﬁﬁMEﬁ%§Y¥£ R FR, BhAFOFRE
, & Eﬁﬁ>¥%*ﬁ%ﬁ£,%ﬁﬂﬁmm>

MondaleX22s, FEwZ IR &I M/RY 2%,
@%W%ﬁ%%?%%ﬁ,HE&ﬁ?ﬂ@ﬁ?%@ﬁ%ﬁ%é@%ﬁ%ﬁ?%iﬁ%
o WAEEEZ AN IZRNIINMERE T, IDMSINE - FRHREIEZ1E %,

H=x:

MargaretAtwood
AmyTan

2017


http://www.allinfo.top/jjdd

RS2y (BIBER) By BAS. LIFE/EQueen ) -
PHMIARIZ ESE—%, YFEERWFERILET, FONSIEIREAE, MEmZ

@@§§#K+ﬁﬁ%,ZFLEE%E&a%ﬁE%WM?%&E&Eﬁ,%—W
EETR oy MR, slBSisEns HEnRERA S Helent )T
AMELL, HE TR ASSROES KEE PEtE . 2B SR BRI
mmﬁﬁmmﬁ+:W% WE\”Omﬁgﬁmmﬁﬁo”ﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬁ;oﬁi

SRR RS (LER) A5,

L
PEIMBINESE T

e, MEPEE—LERESE—EIRERBIERXRRD, MtRBirE, FXFRIE
N, SIEENLET AR, BEANR? RUM—IFREFNFMA?

7 WLERIBVSSTH T E, REER—av)vih. MZABIBEE (odyssey) o BINZ
MERETERREIEAE, TEE%ZZ_ETE‘E; NA enelopeﬁ%ﬂﬂﬁﬁ helen
AAKRRGZ? | IEIGIEME, XA Haddress TIREZHBECEE (

odyssey) BHEER, Refi g, s

The Penelopiad  FEiEEEE1

SEIE

BiRE. HEEEIMEMTEESEES), BERR D AERARIXE: f5 (8RR
) MBS - FISEE GEESIEIS) MEES FEET—E, BX Ffi%f%?ﬂﬁﬁ
St BN BIBIRER, RHEES A ERABNEE, M (RERie) (#

N
%
I iy e

HEESEN, AME T, ~ BRIGH XIIINEAERIBIEMNE - PR AR
BAFT Ko FRZ, HHNEN —APIRHRBIEIR SFEFAVINE, TR REIR AR
AR A T(Canongate)ﬁtﬁ@ "EIAMIET AT — 7S, At EOE T eSS DI


http://www.allinfo.top/jjdd

- Ml AR - RIS . R

“MERFTA, EAEAATA, ~ TAERERNS, MRENBABEULILAA
(CISRBE—IEA -
N — B B KB LA

L, GEEBI) i, <&m%$u ALl
) %tFmAﬁWTﬁ?FﬂW$W@E 7
,&&%&m,%Fm&mm

SARASOEURENE, WREHNRET D RBTAE—1F, PIEXAPEE
LR — AW%%%%@E@%%E%&M@E

EERNMIES SWERAIRD T, FIA—: 4o 1 F5 L IRobert

GravesB 7 BB 81 (BB AR MRS, b T RIEE B B BV, BT SRS

._I

TM%T?%%ﬁ,fﬂ%%%%ﬁ%%%%@%$,WE%W%%%%\$%@ﬁW
ﬁ@Aﬁo%%Eéﬁﬁ%Eﬂm%%,%Eﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬂ PYNY SN =
ERNES. RESMFRIERES, WRE T RZRENTE—SFK LEES R

WE?%KQE@iuii'u——

viAI — AN AMIELEF) iﬁkiﬁ&$%%ﬁ@ﬁ%%ﬁ&w
LS LB T A S 15 L N BB RS

" SRR AL A DR T
2 Erh B RIS WX B Y SE SR8, it

RIS ARNBIL 2, BRIBSE, IWEDIN. 5, HERXE
MFTERN, —7APFE FR RS2 AN, THFEEEAS T
i, MEIENTITETREE, NETFRETREK, BINBEER
CORVZEFo 1B RATE flL...

cu
[Eay



Yesterday we had our midterm on CORE 151, and one of the questions was on this
book. Prof. Cushing asked us to talk about two female foils that helped us to
underlsltand Fienelope. [t was easy to pick two characters, and | chose the twelve maids
as well as Hel...

Today we finished the discussion about this book. The book is still a little opaque to
me, but things are coming together. - Prof. Cushing said that the story of Odyssey
showed Ejh_at pagan goddesses were overthrown by Greek pantheism. Gender is
portrayed i...
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