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Praise for the Hal Challis series: </p>

"Garry Disher is an old favorite of mine, and it's about time American readers got a shot
at him."-Scott Phillips, author of <em>Cottonwood</em> and <em=>The Ice
Harvest</em=></p>

"Afirst-rate Australian author."-<em=>The New York Times Book Review</em></p>

Inspector Hal Challis has been summoned to Mawson's Bluff, his childhood home in
the Australian Outback, where his father is dying. Sergeant Ellen Destry is left to head
an investigation into a ring of pedophiles that has descended on the peaceful
Mornington Peninsula, a resort community near Melbourne. A little girl has been
abducted from the fairgrounds at the annual Waterloo Show; it takes her mother
twenty-four hours to report her missing. By then, hope is slim that the police will find
the child beforeitis too late. </p>

Challis' sister's difficult husband disappeared from the Bluff four years ago; since then
Meg has received nuisance mail that she assumes comes from him. While Challis is in
town, an extra buried body is discovered when a new grave is dug in the local
graveyard. A black plastic bag containing the corpse of Meg's husband is found on top
of a coffin that was interred four years earlier. </p>

With two very different crimes to solve, Challis and Destry have their work cut out for
them. </p>

Garry Disher is the author of more than forty books for children and adults. Two of his
mysteries have won the German Crime Fiction Critics Prize. He lives near Melbourne in
Australia.</p>
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