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Contains the entire First Discourse, contemporary attacks on it, Rousseau's replies to
his critics, and his summary of the debate in his preface to Narcissus. A number of
these texts have never before been available in English. The First Discourse and
Polemics demonstrate the continued relevance of Rousseau's thought. Whereas his
critics argue for correction of the excesses and corruptions of knowledge and the
sciences as sufficient, Rousseau attacks the social and political effects of the dominant
forms of scientific knowledge.
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The restoration of the sciences and the arts corrupted virtue. Historical evidence such
as Egypt, Greece and Rome shows that these empires become enslaved with the rise of
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art and science. Arts and sciences create new needs and therefore create new needs,
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philosophy vs. politics; truth vs. virtue in a corrupt society. A7 & FERFF-->1F
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