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Cities represent civilization and human achievement: they are bubbling microcosms of
virtues and vices, vanguards of technology and creative pursuits, incubators of
traditions and melting-pots of diversity. More than half the world's population now
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lives in cities, and for travellers they hold an endless fascination.
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Cities are individuals. Like a human being, a city is a mass of genes, chosen at random
by forces beyond our control, fused together in a secret furnace, acted on by nature
and reared through infinite probabilities of nurture before finally growing up and
making its own way in the world.
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