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A husband seeks his wife's lover who is lost in the turbulence of Israel's Yom Kippur
War. As the story of his quest unfolds and grows in intensity, the main protagonists are
drawn into the search and are transformed by it: through the different perspectives of
husband, wife, teenage daughter, and young Arab emerges a complex picture of the
uneasy present, the tension between generations, between Israel's past and future,
between Jews and Arabs. 'We see an Arab and an Israeli locked into a debate of
proximity, alikeness, mental hatred, that Yehoshua's superb ability to render both
presences relieves of all sentimentality. What | value most in The Lover is a gift for
equidistance - between characters, even between the feelings on both sides." Alfred
Kazin, New York Review of Books
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