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Just as Andy Kaufman subverted traditional forms of comedy, so Julie Hecht, with her
distinctive brand of wry humor, successfully subverts the traditional form of wry
humor, successfully subverts the traditional form of the interview. During 1978 and
1979, Hecht negotiated and met with Kaufman, following him from an appearance at
his old high school to his now-legendary Carnegie Hall performance. The author stood
her ground in all kinds of ludicrous situations, waiting for the appearance of
Kaufman’s real self, as it that self were some kind of Godot. Her determination and
writing talent enabled her to uncover the truth behind many of the stories Kaufman
made up for the press, and behind his sometimes poignant artistic aspirations. This is
a book of bizarre meetings and often hilarious conversations between a great
comedian (who hated to be called that) and his perfect foil — a writer of short stories
who found the story of Andy Kaufman’s life to be stranger than fiction. It will entertain
and enlighten the many fans of both the performer and the author, and through its
surprising dialogue and surreal encounters it will shed light on the evolution of
postmodern culture.
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