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Ralph Elllison's Invisible Man is a monumental novel, one that can well be called an
epic of modern American Negro life. It is a strange story, in which many extraordinary
things happen, some of them shocking and brutal, some of them pitiful and
touching--yet always with elements of comedy and irony and burlesque that appear in
unexpected places. It is a book that has a great deal to say and which is destined to
have a great deal said about it.
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After a brief prologue, the story begins with a terrifying experience of the hero's high
school days, moves quickly to the campus of a Southern Negro college and then to
New York's Harlem, where most of the action takes place. The many people that the
hero meets in the course of his wanderings are remarkably various, complex and
si%mﬁcant, With them he becomes involved in an amazing series of adventures, in
which he is sometimes befriended but more often deceived and betrayed--as much by
himself and his own illusions as by the duplicity of the blindness of others.

Invisible Man is not only a great triumph of storytelling and characterization; itis a
profound and uncompromising interpretation of the Negro's anomalous position in
American society.

From the Hardcover edition.

TEENA:

Ralph Waldo Ellison (March 1, 1914[a] - April 16, 1994) was an American novelist,
literary critic, and scholar. Ellison is best known for his novel Invisible Man, which won
the National Book Award in 1953. He also wrote Shadow and Act (1964), a collection of
political, social and critical essays, and Going to the Territory (1986). For The New York
Times, the best of these essays in addition to the novel put him "among the gods of
America's literary Parnassus.” A posthumous novel, Juneteenth, was published after
being assembled from voluminous notes he left upon his death.
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Ellison's Invisible Man forms an interesting comparative reading with Wright's Native
Son, though I prefer the former one. The language runs so smoothly like an exquisite
music. Why am I so blue?!
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| read it when | was a graduate student. The experience of the protagonist seems to
belong to a lot modern people. When you are invisible, what will you do?
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