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This, the second and final volume of Stephen Walsh’s magisterial biography of Igor
Stravinsky, begins in 1934, when Stravinsky is fifty-two and living in France. Already
regarded by many as the most important composer of his generation, Stravinsky is
nevertheless at this point a fairly unhappy expatriate, all too aware of the war clouds
beginning to gather. Though he still maintains a family life with his wife and children,
much of his time is spent with his mistress, Vera Sudeykina, while traveling around
Europe giving concerts in order to earn the money to support his dependents–which
include a number of relatives. Composing, of course, remains the center of his
existence. But changes are imminent: within only a few years his wife, Katya, will be
dead, his family scattered, and Stravinsky himself, together with Vera, starting over
again in America.

Stravinsky: The Second Exile follows the composer through the remainder of his long
life, years during which he produces such masterworks as The Rake’s Progress and
Symphony in C, and achieves a new level of fame as a conductor and raconteur in his
own right. With a dazzling command of sources in several languages and a keen feeling
for accuracy in situations where truth and falsehood have become blurred, Walsh
traces and illuminates Stravinsky’s increasingly complex and often agonized family
relationships along with his crucially important connection with his associate Robert
Craft. Walsh is also, as a musicologist and critic, able to speak with knowledge and wit
about Stravinsky’s work, expertly describing and assessing the composer’s musical
journey from the neoclassicism of his late French and early American periods, through
his early essays in serial technique, and on finally to the astonishing intricacies of his
final compositions.

The first volume of this biography, Stravinsky: A Creative Spring , was received with
glowing praise for its insight, narrative skills, and readability. The period covered here,
beset as it is with myths and misconceptions, is handled with even greater authority. 

Carefully weighed, eloquent, packed with rich and fascinating detail, it casts a brilliant
new light on one of the greatest artists of our time.

作者介绍: 

斯蒂芬·沃什（Stephen Walsh）著

沃什为现代音乐大师斯特拉文斯基所作两卷本传记的第二部。1934年，斯特拉文斯基
虽博得盛名，但仍然是客居法国的流亡者，战争的阴云日益临近，他不开心，更多地与
情妇厮混在一起。妻子死后，家庭瓦解，他终于远赴美国，了此残生。
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