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What is death? Do people survive death? What do we mean when we say that someone
is "dying"? Presenting a clear and engaging discussion of the classic philosophical
quesﬁonssuwoundingdeath;&ﬂsbookstudmﬁtheg%eatn%%aphy§calandrnora
BrobkwnsofdeathInthefwstpam,Fekﬂnanshom&t at a definition of life is necessar

efore death can be defined. After exploring several of the most plausible accounts o
the nature of life and demonstrating their failure, he goes on to propose his own
conceptual scheme for death and related concepts. In the second part, Feldman turns
to ethical and value-theoretical questions about death. Addressing the ancient
Epklnear1eﬂﬂcalprobhewwaboutthee&ﬂlofdeath,hear%uesthatdeaﬂwcar1beeagneat
evil for those who die, even if they do not exist after death, because it may deprive
them of the goods they would have enjoyed if they had continued to live.
Confrontations with the Reaper concludes with a novel consequentialist theory about
thi{no$ﬂﬁyokaHng,appbAngitUasuchthornypwacﬂcahssuesasaboonn,sukjde
and euthanasia.
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Feldman, Fred. "The Enigma of Death." In Confrontations with the Reaper: A
Philosophical Study of Nature and Value of Death. Oxford: Oxford University Press,
1992. pp. 56-71
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