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"Siddhartha" is perhaps the most important and compelling moral allegory our
troubled centur* has produced. Integrating Eastern and Western spiritual traditions
with psychoanalysis and philosophy, this strangely simple tale, written with a deep and
moving empathy for humanity, has touched the lives of millions since its ori?nal
publ(ijcation in 1922. Translated by Joachim Neugroschel Introduction by Ralph
Freeaman

BB

Born in southern Germany in 1877, Hesse came from a family of missionaries, scholars,
and writers with strong ties to India. This early exposure to the Philosophies and
religions of Asia—filtered and interpreted by thinkers thoroughly steeped in the
intellectual traditions and currents of modern Europe—provided Hesse with some of
the most pervasive elements in his short stories and novels, especially Siddhartha
(1922) and Journey to the East (1932).
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