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Teenagers have sex. While almost all parents understand that many teenagers are
sexually active, there is a paradox in many parents' thinking: they insist their own teen
children are not sexual, but characterize their children's peers as sexually-driven and
hypersexual. Rather than accuse parents of being in denial, Sinikka Elliott teases out
the complex dynamics behind this thinking, demonstrating that it is rooted in fears and
anxieties about being a good parent, the risks of teen sexual activity, and teenagers'
future economic and social status. Parents--like most Americans--equate teen
sexuality with heartache, disease, pregnancy, promiscuity, and deviance and want their
teen children to be protected from these things. Going beyond the hype and
controversy, Elliott examines how a diverse group of American parents of teenagers
understand teen sexuality, showing that, in contrast to the idea that parents are
polarized in their beliefs, parents are confused, anxious, and ambivalent about teen
sexual activity and how best to guide their own children's sexuality. Framed with an eye
to the debates about teenage abstinence and sex education in school, Elliott also links
parents' understandings to the contradictory messages and broad moral panic around
child and teen sexuality. Ultimately, Elliott considers the social and cultural conditions
that might make it easier for parents to talk with their teens about sex, calling for new
ways of thinking and talking about teen sexuality that promote social justice and
empower parents to embrace their children as fully sexual subjects.
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书评

点铺地很全，除了性与性别外种族和阶级都有考虑到，当然也有诸如家长撕逼“你儿子
给我女儿写sexual
letter勾引他；是你女儿半夜打电话给我儿子勾引他”之类的笑点。倒觉得这本书其实
也适合家长看，虽然是美国青少年的事情，但和中国有很多地方很像。比如“到了大学
再谈恋...  
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