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A renowned historian and Resistance fighter — later executed by the Nazis — analyzes
at first hand why France fell in 1940. Marc Bloch wrote Strange Defeat during the three
months following the fall of France, after he returned home from military service. In the
midst of his anguish, he nevertheless "brought to his study of the crisis all the critical
faculty and all the penetrating analysis of a first-rate historian" ( Christian Science
Monitor ). Bloch takes a close look at the military failures he witnessed, examining why
France was unable to respond to attack quickly and effectively. He gives a personal
account of the battle of France, followed by a biting analysis of the generation between
the wars. His harsh conclusion is that the immediate cause of the disaster was the utter
incompetence of the High Command, but his analysis ranges broadly, appraising all
the factors, social as well as military, which since 1870 had undermined French
national solidarity."Much has been, and will be, written in explanation of the defeat of
France in 1940, but it seems unlikely that the truth of the matter will ever be more
accurately and more vividly presented than in this statement of evidence." — P. J.
Philip, New York Times Book Review "The most wisdom-packed commentary on the
problem set [before] all intelligent and patriotic Frenchmen by the events of 1940." —
D. W. Brogan, Spectator

作者介绍: 

马克•布洛克（Marc
Bloch，1886-1944），年鉴学派创始人之一，法国犹太裔史学大师。曾任斯特拉斯堡大
学、索邦大学、蒙彼利埃大学等校教授，专攻中世纪史研究。著有《法国农村史》、《
封建社会》、《奇怪的战败》和《历史学家的技艺》等书。20世纪末法国出版的《历史
科学辞典》称他为“本世纪两到三位最伟大的历史学家之一，或许，是他给予了历史科
学的变革以最具决定意义的也最为持久的影响”。
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