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Surprisingly, this long essay about society and art and sexism is one of Woolf's most
accessible works. Woolf, a major modernist writer and critic, takes us on an erudite yet
conversational--and completely entertaining--walk around the history of women in
writing, smoothly comparing the architecture of sentences by the likes of William
Shakespeare and Jane Austen, all the while lampooning the chauvinistic state of
university education in the England of her day. When she concluded that to achieve
their full greatness as writers women will need a solid income and a privacy, Woolf
pretty much invented modern feminist criticism.
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being carried away by her train of thoughts, her flowing of mind is an interesting
feeling. Well-written essay about women and literature. Witty, sharp, and daring. Could
be read as literary criticism from a gender perspective, or inspirational note for women
who want to write.
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"No force in the world can take from me my 500 pounds... | found myself adopting a
new attitude towards the other half of the human race. It was absurd to blame any
class orany sexas awhole."

A woman must have money and a room of her own if she is to write fiction; as you will
see, leaves thegreat problem of the true nature of woman and the true nature of
fiction unsolved.
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to work, even in poverty and obscurity, is worth while”
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Intellectual freedom depends upon material things. Poetry depends upon intellectual
freedom. And women have always been poor, not for two hundred years merely, but
from the beginning of time.
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