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Before they achieved renown as patrons of the arts and de facto rulers of Florence, the
Medici family earned their fortune in banking. But even at the height of the
Renaissance, charging interest of any kind meant running afoul of the Catholic
Church's ban on usury. Tim Parks reveals how the legendary Medicis-Cosimo and
Lorenzo "the Magnificent" in particular-used the diplomatic, military, and even
metaphysical tools at hand, along with a healthy dose of intrigue and wit, to further
their fortunes as well as their family's standing.
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书评

《義大利紅頂商人》是英國作家提姆．帕克斯（Tim
Parks）所著。十四世紀，為大部份史家所認定的文藝復興的起點。歐洲在這段時間內
，不論是政治，經濟，社會，乃至於文化，都發生了深而遠的變化。而本書的主角梅迪
奇（Medici）家族，躬逢其盛這偉大的時代。他們雖然身處在六百年...  
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