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Exploring the reasons why Mao Tse-tung decided to assist North Korea in fighting a
coalition of Western powers, this study argues that China's entry into the Korean War
was brought about by its fears of Cold War alliances and its move to develop Chinese
communism abroad.
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As suggested by this study, three fundamental and interrelated rationales had
dominated Beijing's formulation of foreign policy and security strategy: the party's
revolutionary nationalism, its sense of responsibility toward an Asian-wide or

worldwide revolution, and its determination to maintain the inner dynamics of the

Chinese revolution.
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