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This book is as relevant and as mterestm%to read as the Patrick Humphries version
and if both are read, the two together will probably provide the closest interpretation
there will ever be on the life and recorded works o%the enigmatic Drake. Dann does
take a different slant to Humphries it wouldn't be worth the effort if it wasn't - perhaps
it's a more clinical interpretation, warts and all. Dann (in much the same way that
Humpbhries did) traces Drakes life and recording history based on interviews (and
reference to other written records) with contempories of Drake but it's best
remembered that the recall of individuals can change a lot over 30 years (for better or
worse). Dann's view that Drake had a schizophrenic form illness that may or may not
have been a substance abuse psychosis is interesting based on what a modern day
Bsychiatric diagnosis of the symptoms would conclude - but again the truth can never
e known, lots of questions are left unanswered and are perhaps unaswerable. A
biography of this type can never be totally accurate - but it's still worth reading!
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