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Those who were curious to trace the symmetries of chance or destiny felt now quite
secure in observing that, of nine French kings of the name, every third Charles had
been a madman. Over the exotic, nervous creature who had inherited so many
delicacies of organisation, the coarse rage or rabies of the wolf, part, doubtless, of an
inheritance older still, had asserted itself on that terrible night of Saint Bartholomew, at
the mere sight, the scent, of blood, in the crime he had at least allowed others to
commit; and it was not an unfriendly witness who recorded that, the fever once upon
him.
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