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Philosopher, naturalist and rugged individualist, Thoreau has inspired generations of
readers to think for themselves and to find meaning and beauty in nature. This
representative sampling includes five of his most frequently read and cited essays: "On
the Duty of Civil Disobedience" (1849), "Life without Principle" (1863), "Sla\/ery in
Massachusetts" (1854), "A Plea for Captain John Brown" (1869) and "Walking" (1862).
Reprinted from standard editions.
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That government is best which governs least
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forits own sake, and not for any truth which it may utter, or any heroism it may
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There will never be a really free and enlightened State, until the State comes to
recognize the individual as a hi%her and independent power, from which all its own
power and authority are derived, and treats him accordingly.
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