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In this founding work in the literature of black protest, first published in 1903, W.E.B. Du
Bois (1868-1963) eloquentlﬁ affirms that it is beneath the dignity of a human being to
beg for those rights that belong inherently to all mankind. He also charges that the
strategy of accommodation to white supremacy would only serve to perpetuate black
oppression. Essential reading for everyone interested in African-American history and
the struggle for civil rights in America.
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