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A comprehensive and perceptive look at the factors behind the rise and fall of
civilizations. Quigley defines a civilization as "a producing society with an instrument of
expansion". A civilization's decline is not inevitable but occurs when its instrument of
expansion is transformed into an institution-that is, when social arrangements that
meet real social needs are transformed into social institutions serving their own
purposes regardless of real social needs.
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每年大概会读过一两本可以被成为master
piece的书，这本是其中之一。最近没时间写书评，然荐之。这本和Jacque的《From
Dawn to Decadency》，Peter Waston的《Modern Mind》和《Age of
Atheists》合起来就是西方文明的脉络了。
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