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In a groundbreaking volume, Professor Jackson seeks to discover when and how
modernity supplanted the colonial era in Bolivia. The rural economy, structure of land
tenure, and hacienda labor arrangements in the Andean region are carefully
delineated through a case study of Cochabamba, a key region in the central valley of
Bolivia, to trace changes in patterns present since the sixteenth century.Between 1840
and 1930, shifts in regional markets and changes in government policies resulted in
hacienda owners earning less and incurring greater debt, which inevitably led to the
insolvency of many hacienda owners resale of colonial-era estates, and an increase in
the number of peasant landowners. These changes, in turn, set in motion events
leading to the 1953 agrarian reform movement.An ambitious book that will contribute
to our re-thinking of Andean economic history, of dependency theory, and of
ethnohistory.Eric Van Young, University of California, San Diego
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