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AD 69, the year following Nero's suicide and marking the end of the first dynasty of
imperial Rome, was one of the most dramatic and dangerous in the city's history. In
the surviving books of his Histories, the great barrister-historian Tacitus gives a
gripping account of the long but single year' that saw the reigns of four emperors:
disciplinarian Galba; conspirator and dandy Otho; unambitious hedonist Vitellius; and
pragmatic victor Vespasian, who went on to establish the Flavian dynasty. In a
narrative that extends from Britain to Egypt and from the Caucasus to Morocco, taking
in revolt, conspiracy, battles and murder, Tacitus portrays history in terms of human
sagacity and folly, pathos and heroism - and, ultimately, chance and fate.
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《塔西佗历史》的经典地位不是我能评论的，除了满满5星和仰视外，实在不能再多加
置喙。所以这篇“乱谈”，是名副其实的“乱”谈，之前读过的书，看过的事，凑在一
起，随便聊聊罢了。
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
最近十八大闭幕，习总书记在致...  
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